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Introduction  

AB SVAFO is a nuclear waste technology and decommissioning company based in Sweden in 

the scenic surroundings of Studsvik on the Baltic coast. SVAFO is owned by the Swedish nuclear 

power industry. The company was created in 1992 by Sydsvenska Värmekraft AB, Vattenfall 

AB, Forsmarks Kraftgrupp AB and Oskarshamns Kraftgrupp AB as a consequence of the Act on 

the Financing of the Management of Certain Radioactive Waste etc, from 1988. 

 

AB SVAFO’s main business is to take care of formerly state-owned spent nuclear waste at the 

site, including small amounts of nuclear fuel. Buildings are also included, mainly nuclear waste 

storage buildings and a research reactor. Some buildings have already been decommissioned and 

all the fuel is treated. 

 

In the past 30 years, various decommissioning projects have been carried out, encompassing areas 

such as an underground research reactor, a Van de Graaff accelerator, 15,000 m
2
 of nuclear 

laboratories, two 150 m
3 

underground concrete sludge silos and several waste-storage buildings.  

 

Up till now only one or two persons did a simple characterisation before the project started to get 

the level of contamination. With the start of the decommissioning of the former uranium mine in 

Ranstad and the R2-reactor, more efforts have been put for the characterisation. The change in 

methods will be described. 

 

 


