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In the last 10 years, metal recycling in the UK has developed from a rarely used technique to a 

cornerstone of the UK national LLW strategy. The paper will explore the drivers for developing the 

metal recycling supply chain, policy and legislative developments, key milestones, and consider 

issues with market development both in its initial slow phases and now in a rapidly developing mode.  

The paper will contrast some of the initial inertia and blockers in the UK with the now-proven 

benefits of the approach, including financial, environmental and ethical. 

 


